
 

Politics, Perceptions of the Police



Respondents were asked whether or not they were registered to vote and the vast majority said 

that they were (89.3%), while only 9.0 percent reported that they were not registered to vote at the time of 

the survey.   
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President Donald Trump had been in office for over two and a half years when the 2019 Life in 

Hampton Roads survey began and respondents were asked how strongly they approve or disapprove of 

the job he was doing as president. More than half (58.4%) of respondents either disapproved (26.7%) or 

strongly disapproved (31.7%) of the job that he is doing as president. Only 9.8 percent of Hampton Roads 

residents strongly approved of the job that he is doing as president, while 17.6 percent approved.   
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 Respondents were asked about the upcoming election for representatives in the Virginia House of 

Delegates and State Senate. They were asked to identify if they would vote Republican for both, 

Democratic for both, one Republican and one Democrat, or if they would choose not to vote. The most 

common response was voting for the Democratic candidate for both positions (37.2%) followed by voting 

for the Republican candidate for both positions (17.0%). Another 8.5 percent said they would split their 

vote and choose one Republican candidate and one Democratic candidate and 9.7 percent they would not 

vote. 
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Perceptions of Local Police 



 

 
                *Sample sizes from some cities are small and thus increases the margin of error. 

 

Respondents were asked to answer how afraid they are of certain crimes in Hampton Roads.  

Only 23.8 percent of respondents reported being either somewhat afraid (19.1%) or afraid a great deal 

(4.7%) of having their home broken into while they are home.  The majority of respondents (71.7%) 

reported either being not afraid at all (42.3%) or not much afraid (29.4%) of being robbed or mugged on 
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The Life in Hampton Roads Data report and press releases will be placed on the Social Science Research 
Center website as they are released (:99<YGGFFF$-B/$1B/G45G7129138G8837).  Follow-up questions about 
the 2019 Life in Hampton Roads survey should be addressed to: 

Tancy Vandecar-Burdin, PhD 
Director 
The Social Science Research Center 
Old Dominion University


